November 2017
Dear LIS Families,
I am pleased to present the November edition of LIS News. May I take this opportunity to thank all families who
came along to support this year's International Day celebrations. The fun, festivities and tasty food ensured that
everyone had a great family day out. People were happy, festive and proud to share a sense of their culture and
identity. Our mission statement highlights that we are a diverse group of learners. I learned so much about our
community and was extremely grateful for the opportunity to engage with families and thank them for supporting
Luanda International School. We are extremely grateful to the LIS community who supported an international
booth or volunteered their time. A special thank you to our PTA members, especially International Day Chair Ms.
Heidi Halders, who helped to plan and coordinate such a successful school community event. The PTA will review
the current International Day organization and look at ways to build on the success of this year’s event. It seems
October is a better time of year as the climate seemed more favorable than the hotter November weather.

Make sure you check out the PTA Facebook page for more photos of LIS in action.
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RECRUITMENT: SECONDARY PRINCIPAL
I am pleased to announce that Mr. Grant Rogers will join the LIS team in July 2018 as our new Secondary Principal.
Mr. Rogers enjoyed the opportunity to visit Luanda International school and meet students, staff and parents.
NEW ASA OPPORTUNITY: BROWNIES AT LIS
The school is committed to broadening its ASA programme to ensure students have a wider range of experiences
to choose from. This year we are pleased to welcome the Girl Guide movement back to LIS. The first Luanda
Brownies unit is up and running here at LIS with seventeen girls from years 2-5. This week is significant for 12 of
the 17 girls who pledged their ‘Promise’ and became official Brownies. In addition, all Brownies received their
'Friend to Animals' badge after having completed all of the requirements over the past few weeks. I look forward
to seeing the Brownies movement grow at LIS. If you are interested, please speak to our wonderful Brownies
coordinators, Ms. Nadia and Ms. Alicia.

BEDTIME STORIES AT LIS:
Recently a group of staff, students and parents got dressed up in their pajamas to attend a ‘bedtime story’ evening
in the LIS library. Our younger students were entertained by the talented LIS teaching staff who shared a variety of
stories with great passion and interest. Special thanks to Ms. Anton, Ms. Bronny and our staff volunteers who
planned and coordinated this successful opportunity.

HEALTH AND SAFETY:
Our number one priority at LIS is the health and safety of all members of the school. In support of this goal and
specifically our aquatics programme, we will soon appoint a full time Lifeguard to increase the active supervision of
students and staff using the swimming pool.
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MARKETING LIS WITH EMBASSIES AND COMPANIES:
The school has scheduled an information session with embassies and companies as a means to market the
organization and build a stronger network of partners. The session will provide an executive summary of the
school's programmes, a school tour and information about our enrollment procedures. The aim of the session is to
provide embassy and company representatives with accurate information about the school and empower them to
market the school within their realms.
COUNCIL OF INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS (CIS):
Luanda International School is accredited by two major organisations that include CIS and the International
Baccalaureate (IB). As an accredited CIS school, LIS must submit reports to reflect organisational growth and
compliance with stated accreditation standards. LIS has just submitted the First Report on Progress and Planning
(FRPP). We are happy with the progress reflected in the report and look forward to receiving feedback from CIS. As
always the school is committed to self-review and continuous improvement. The next official CIS site visit is timed
for 2019.

As we look ahead on the school calendar there are many goals and events to look
forward to in the months of October, November and December – 3 Way conferences,
PTA meetings, soccer and basketball tournaments, athletics day, ASA Arts showcase,
professional learning day for staff, to name a few. Of course, one of the major calendar
events for the country is Independence Day. Students, staff and parents are invited to
dress for the occasion and reflect the rich diversity of Angolan and African culture.
KEY DATES AND UPCOMING EVENTS:
Wednesday

01 November

ASA - Arts Showcase Evening

Thursday

02 November

Public holiday- All Souls Day

Friday

03 November

Professional Learning Day - no school for students

Friday

10 November

Angolan Independence Day Assembly

Tuesday

14 November

PTA Teacher Appreciation Lunch

Friday

17 November

Primary Musical Performance - 6:30-8:00pm

Wednesday

22 November

Year 11 parent evening - MYP/DP Transition

Monday

27 November

ASA Trimester 2 begins

Sincerely,
Dylan Hughes
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Director
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