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When you meet chimps you meet individual personalities. When a baby chimp looks at you it's just like a
human baby. We have a responsibility to them. -Jane Goodall

Meet Tchimpounga Sanctuary’s new baby chimp: Little George

A SHORT STORY:
This is the story of a very special chimpanzee named George, and his long journey from Luanda to his new
home at the Tchimpounga Sanctuary in the Congo. Unfortunately, like thousands of other chimpanzees,
George was taken from his forest home and family for the illegal pet trade and ended up in Luanda. Thanks to
the collective efforts of one LIS employee, and a group of year 6 LIS students who raised funds back in
2012/2013, there is a happy ending to this story and a new beginning for George. The money raised by the
students paid for costs including a travel cage, flight and customs fees so that George could be relocated to the
Jane Goodall Institute’s Tchimpounga Chimpanzee Rehabilitation Center. George is pictured above with his
past and present caregivers, Ms Dreyer and Ms Chantal. Tchimpounga is a place where every chimp suffers
from their past, but has monumental hope for the present and future.
Why is this story significant? “Respect for ourselves and others, our environment, and our cultural contexts
guides our thoughts, actions and relationships” is one of many core values we hold true here at LIS. George
was fortunate because of Ms Dalene and the Year 6 students. In the spirit of our mission statement and school
values, they have demonstrated true compassion and social responsibility.

HEALTH MATTERS:
With the current seasonal change, the weather is warmer and humid so it is natural that our body reacts
to such changes and we are prone to contract viral and bacterial infections if our immune system is weak.
In the recent weeks, a few cases of sore throat, cough and cold, fever, stomach ache, nausea, vomiting
and diarrhea have been reported to our clinic.
●

To prevent the spread of seasonal sickness, families must not send children to school until they
are fully recovered. Thank you for respecting others’ health and well being.

At school, children are encouraged to wash their hands several times in a day (especially, before they eat,
after clearing their nose, after use of the rest room etc.). To prevent dehydration in hot weather, we
consistently advise children to drink a lot of water, use hats in the sun and wear sunscreen. Please
encourage children to eat a lot of fresh fruits and vegetables and get enough sleep, which helps build
strong immune systems.
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GOLDEN SPARKLES: “Listen to your body. It isn’t
hard to do. All it takes is a minute, even if you’re
feeling blue.”
Take a closer look at the details on the cover of this
book and you will soon discover the author is located
right here at Luanda International School.
Congratulations to our very own Ms. Catarina
Peterson, who has successfully written and published
‘Golden Sparkles’. Through its transporting story and
included glossary and exercises, Golden Sparkles
offers a brief and beautifully illustrated introduction
to key mindfulness concepts such as breathing, being
present, and addressing emotions non-judgmentally
for children from ages 5 to 10. This accessible book
can be shared by a teacher or parent or read by
children on their own to discover and practice a valuable tool that helps them respond to challenging emotions
and thrive. For more details about the author's journey we encourage you to visit www.catpeterson.co.uk.

SEESAW: EMPOWERING STUDENTS AND ENGAGING PARENTS
For many who did not grow up in the digital age, a seesaw is a structure commonly found in
playgrounds. It involves a partnership between two friends who sit at opposite ends and take turns
‘pushing’ their feet into the ground to lift themselves into the air. Although the Seesaw I am
referring to here at LIS is something different, it still involves collaboration, encouragement and a lot fun.

Seesaw is a student-driven digital portfolio that empowers students to independently document what they are
learning at school with built-in creative tools, and provides an authentic audience for their work. Seesaw also
gives families a real time, personalised opportunity to participate in the learning and makes communication
with teachers seamless. Here is a quick statistical summary of the Prep 3 to Year 4 Seesaw experience (as of 20
February 2018). The numbers are encouraging and support our school’s goal to provide authentic learning
engagements.
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A DIVERSE COMMUNITY OF LEARNERS IN ACTION:
On Monday 12 February, LIS Staff participated in various professional learning workshops and development. As
stated in our values “a commitment to continual improvement for all members of the school and community is
paramount”. All of the workshops were led by LIS staff members and included a diverse range of engagements:
team building, assessment, child protection, technology, work ethics, using helpdesk for metrics and
performance, student agency, symbolic language, curriculum planning and many more.

ASA SHOWCASE T2:
We extend our sincere thanks to all LIS parents who joined us for the Trimester Two ASA Showcase on
Thursday 15 February. The audience was treated to a wonderful display of art, music and dance that included:
the LIS Band, violin, ballet, hip hop, tap dance, choir and instrumental performances. Student voice and
leadership is a central value that manifests itself in many ways within the school programme. We are grateful
to all our teacher mentors and student leaders who supported T2 ASAs. We look forward to ASA Showcase T3!

KEY DATES AND UPCOMING EVENTS:
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26 Feb - 02 March

School photos

Tuesday

27 February 2018

LIS Board Meeting
Year 8 Arts Evening

Tuesday

06 March

Personal Project showcase evening

Thursday

08 March

Public holiday (Women's Day) - No school for students or staff

Friday

09 March

LIS Holiday - No school for students or staff

Monday

12 March

Year 13 Diploma Visual Art Exhibition
ASA trimester 3 begins

Wednesday

14 March

PTA Meeting

19-23 March

Primary School Silent Art Auction

21 March

Primary Student Led conferences
ELC Making Learning Visible evening

Wednesday

Thank you for taking the time to find out more about your school. I encourage you to view our website and the
class blogs for further information and updates - we are always moving at the speed of life!
Sincerely,
Dylan Hughes
Director

