A diverse community of learners, committed to fostering compassionate, confident and socially responsible individuals who thrive in the world.
Uma comunidade diversa dedicada à aprendizagem, empenhada em criar indivíduos solidários, confiantes e socialmente responsáveis, que prosperam no mundo.

March/April 2018 Issue:

EARTH DAY ASSEMBLY: 2018
Once again, LIS will play a role in advocating for World Earth Day. We will host a whole school assembly at 8:15
am in the Gymnasium on Friday 20 April. The theme for this year is 'Ending Plastic'. We invite all LIS families to
join us and understand how we can take meaningful action. As a school community one of our core values is
respecting our environment. Although we are taking action as a school, we need to do more, especially as a
community. I have noticed many families still pack juice boxes with straws. A small thing I know, but
everything adds up. Unfortunately, the numbers are adding up to a future that needs our attention as a
community!
Facts about plastic:
● Different kinds of plastic can degrade at different times, but the average time for a plastic bottle to
completely degrade is at least 450 years. It can even take some bottles 1000 years to biodegrade!

●

There are 6.3 billion tonnes of plastic waste on Earth.

●

Plastic will outweigh fish by 2050. Currently, the amount of plastic in the oceans is estimated to be
about 150 million tonnes – that's roughly a fifth of the weight of the fish.

Join me at #endingplastic@LIS and tweet your actions to show how you are reducing plastic! Here are some
basic starting points: Use fabric bags for shopping, stop buying plastic bottled water and switch from
disposable to reusable items. You can do it!
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HEALTH & SAFETY:
Malaria Update:
With the recent rains, flooding and poor street infrastructure, public health authorities have reported
increases in malaria cases and fatalities. Families and staff are advised to seek medical support and advice
ASAP if the following symptoms are present: shaking and chills, high fever, profuse sweating, headache,
nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain and diarrhea.

Traffic Safety Reminders:
Our School Security Staff have reported two concerns for all families to note and action. Your positive
response to the following matters is both expected and appreciated.
● Some families are exiting vehicles in high risk areas with oncoming traffic. The safest place for
students to exit vehicles in the morning is directly next to the pedestrian walkways. We encourage
drivers and families to use this area for morning drop off. Again, to reduce risk, students and families
should exit from the right hand side of the vehicle.
● When a vehicle enters the school, the maximum speed is 5 KM. Signs will be posted to remind all
drivers of this expectation. For safety reasons, our security will stop any vehicle travelling in excess of
this speed and collect the driver and vehicle details. Where possible, the school will report such
matters to the responsible person / entity of the vehicle.
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To improve safety in the car park, we have increased the visibility of staff supervising the pedestrian crossing.
All staff on car park duty will wear the fluorescent colored safety vests. Our motto: Be safe, Be seen!

TUITION AND FACILITY FEES: 2018/2019
The LISA General Assembly has approved the 2018/2019 academic year budget which includes tuition and
facility fees. Details about fees and billing will be communicated to LIS families later this week. May I take this
opportunity to thank all LIS families for their continued commitment to the school and timely payment of fees,
to facilitate the smooth operations of the school.

LIS BOARD UPDATES
After almost two years of voluntary service on the LIS Board of Directors, Mr. Robert Pariagh has announced
his resignation from the Board. He and his family will be leaving Angola. Mr. Pariagh served as the Board
Treasurer and Chair of the Finance Committee. The School and Board are extremely grateful for Mr. Pariagh’s
tireless leadership and genuine commitment to advance the school’s mission. His Board replacement will be
Ms. Tania Coelho, a parent and an Angolan national. Ms. Coelho is an experienced HR manager and is currently
part of BP Angola’s Ethics & Compliance team. We are confident she will add value to the LIS Board. Mr.
Pariagh’s wife, Nadia, also served on the LIS Parent Teacher Association. Both have been tremendous
supporters of the school.

LIS: MOVING AT THE SPEED OF LIFE
LIS FAIR:
Date: Saturday 14 April
Time: 10:00 am - 13:00 pm
We invite all LIS families to come along to the Fair. This is a great
opportunity to meet your school community and have fun. Ticket sales
will continue in the week of April 09 - 13 in front of the Administration
Office. Look for the friendly PTA from 7:30 - 8:00 am/2:30 - 3:00 each
day.

‘Hats off’ to our amazing Primary School Student Council for organising our first ever busking performance.
The buskers danced, sang, played instruments and generally entertained an audience with their skills and
passion for performance! All funds raised will be donated to a charity of the Council's choice.
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As a diverse community of learners, one of our key community goals is to increase parent participation in
various school events. On Monday 12 March, LIS hosted Mr. Gerald Maidens, a qualified paediatric
Occupational Therapist from South Africa. Mr. Maidens provided workshops for teaching staff and parents.
The parent workshop was well attended with a focus on stress and anxiety - helping our kids to cope with
pressures and demands.

Congratulations to our Year 13 DP Visual Arts Students for hosting a very successful exhibition launch on
Monday 12 March. The evening event provided a wonderful foundation and opportunity for members of the
wider LIS community to view work and engage in a dialog with highly articulate and confident students. Special
thanks to Ms. Cathy for inspiring, mentoring and supporting the students.

On Tuesday 6 March, the Year 11 students presented their Personal Projects. The personal project is a
culminating Middle Years Programme (MYP) project to develop the student's personal interest and to show
and apply the skills, which are developed through the MYP's Approaches to Learning. This project is based on
the student's interests and talents, resulting in a product or outcome. The wide range of personal interests on
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display coupled with the engaging personalities of the Year 11 students created a very successful and engaging
evening. Sincere thanks to Mr. McCann, Project Mentors and Mr. Chilton for guiding the students.

Congratulations to the LIS Junior Varsity Girls and Boys Soccer teams for a successful season and tournament
at the American International School In Johannesburg(AISJ). The teams thrived in the tournament atmosphere,
gaining valuable experience and doing themselves proud. Many thanks to our committed staff of Coaches (Mr.
Romao, Mr. Antonio, Ms. Selina and Ms. Beth) and our Co-Curricular Coordinator, Mr. Andy, for your
leadership, care and support.

KEY DATES AND UPCOMING EVENTS:
Saturday

14 April

LIS Fair / Market

Wednesday

18 April

PTA Meeting 8:30 am
Family Reading Night

Friday

20 April

Earth Day Assembly, 8:15am in the Big Gymnasium - LIS Families
welcome.

Saturday

21 April

Professional Learning Day - All LIS Staff
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Monday

30 April

LIS School holiday

Tuesday

01 May

Public Holiday - Workers Day / Dia do Trabalhador

Thank you for taking the time to find out more about your school. I encourage you to view our website and the
class blogs for further information and updates - we are always moving at the speed of life!
Sincerely,
Dylan Hughes
Director

